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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT 

SUBJ: WFTU AND WCL EXCHANGE CRITICISMS 
REE: BRUSSELS 789 (NOTAL) 

1 . AETER A SEVEN-YEAR ELIRTATION IN WHICH THEY KEPT THEIR 
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DIFEERENCES EAIRLY QUIET, THE CHRISTIAN-ROOTED WORLD 
CONFEDERATION OF LABOR (WCL) AND THE COMMUNIST WORLD 
FEDERATION OE TRADE UNIONS (WETU) ARE NOW QUARRELING 
IN PUBLIC. THEY HAVE NOT BROKEN OFF RELATIONS, BUT THINGS 
CAN HARDLY REMAIN THE SAME NOW THAT THE WETU HAS 
ANNOUNCED IN NINE LANGUAGES THAT THE WCL IS "IMPOTENT." 
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2. THE ARGUMENT HAS CENTERED LARGELY AROUND THE OCTOBER 
1977 WCL CONGRESS, TO WHICH THE WETU SENT ERATERNAL 
DELEGATES, AND THE APRIL 1978 WETU CONGRESS IN PRAGUE, 

WHICH THE WETU WOULD LIKE THE WCL TO ATTEND. 

3. AN ARTICLE IN THE DECEMBER ISSUE OF THE WETU JOURNAL, 

"WORLD TRADE UNION MOVEMENT" (PUBLISHED IN NINE LANGUAGES), 
ANALYZED THE WCL CONGRESS IN PATRONIZING AND NEGATIVE 
TERMS. THE DIVERGENCE OF VIEWS IN THE WCL-HAILED AS A 
VIRTUE BY WCL GENERAL SECRETARY JAN KULAKOWSKI IN A REPORT 
TO THE OCTOBER CONGRESS-MIGHT REALLY BE IMPOTENCE, THE 
ARTICLE SAID, AND WENT ON TO CHARACTERIZE THE WCL CONGRESS 
DISCUSSIONS AS THE "LATEST IMPOTENCY OE THE WCL TO DO 
SOMETHING." 

4. IN A SPECIAL INTERVIEW IN THE SAME ISSUE KULAKOWSKI, 

ASKED ABOUT WHETHER THE WCL WOULD ATTEND THE WETU CONGRESS, 
SAID HE WASN'T SURE, PARTLY BECAUSE THE CONGRESS WAS SCHE- 
DULED "IN THAT PLACE AND IN THAT YEAR" (I.E., IN 
PRAGUE ON THE lOTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SOVIET INVASION OE 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA). HE ALSO ACCUSED THE WETU OE BEING 'TOO 
CLOSELY TIED TO A BLOC" AND BEING UNABLE TO FACE UP TO 
"THE REALITIES OF THE WORKING CLASS AND THE UNIONS IN THE 
EASTERN EUROPE COUNTRIES." 

5. THE KULAKOWSKI INTERVIEW, HEADLINED AS "JAN KULAKOWSKI 
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SPEAKS OUT FREELY," WAS FOLLOWED BY A COMMENTARY BY WFTU 
GENERAL SECRETARY PIERRE GENSOUS. AFTER TAKING BOWS FOR 
ALLOWING KULAKOWSKI SPACE IN THE WFTU MAGAZINE, GENSOUS 
HINTED THAT KULAKOWSKI TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE FREEDOM 
OFFERED HIM TO STRAY INTO "QUESTIONS EXTERNAL TO THE 
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT." HE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT KULAKOWSKI'S 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE WFTU WAS "RESTRICTED" AND "OUTDATED," 
AND COULD BENEFIT FROM ATTENDANCE AT THE WFTU CONGRESS. 

HE THEN CHIDED KULAKOWSKI FOR OBJECTING TO THE CONGRESS IN 
PRAGUE SINCE, AFTER ALL, KULAKOWSKI HAD HIMSELF VISITED 
THE WFTU HEADQUARTERS IN THAT CITY SEVERAL TIMES. 

KULAKOWSKI HAS NOW REPLIED IN A PAGE-LONG COMMENTARY OF 
HIS OWN PUBLISHED IN "FLASH," THE WCL TWICE-MONTULY 
NEWSLETTER. FIRST HE PROMISED THAT THE WCL WOULD SOON 
PREPARE A SPECIAL "ANSWER " TO THE WFTU ARTICLE CRITICIZING 
THE WCL CONGRESS. HE THEN CONCENTRATED HIS FIRE ON 
GENSOUS. IT WAS "CONTRARY TO ETHICS," SAID KULAKOWSKI, 

FOR GENSOUS TO PLACE HIS OWN COMMENTS AFTER THE INTERVIEW 
TEXT, FOR IN DOING SO GENSOUS WAS NOT EXERCISING A 
"RIGHT TO REPLY " BUT ENGAGING IN A "POLITICAL MANEUVER." 

THE FREE EXPRESSION ACCORDED HIM IN THE INTERVIEW, SAID 
KULAKOWSKI, WAS A FREEDOM "UNFORTUNATELY...UNDER THE 
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SURVEILLANCE OE PIERRE GENSOUS." 

6. IN AUTHORIZING HIM TO BE INTERVIEWED BY A WFTU 
REPORTER, THE WCL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HAD HOPED "TO MAKE 
A GESTURE LIKELY TO BEGIN A DIALOGUE," KULAKOWSKI WROTE. 
BUT "I EEAR PIERRE GENSOUS' COMMENTARY MAKES THE WFTU 
LOSE AN OPPORTUNITY TO PROVE THAT WE ARE WRONG TO 
CONSIDER THAT IT IS NOT YET A PARTNER FOR THE RENOVATION 
OF WORLD TRADE UNIONISM." 

7. FULL TEXT OF ARTICLES QUOTED HERRIN BEING POUCHED TO 
STATE (S/IL: GOOD AND EUR: GOOTT) AND LABOR 
DEPARTMENT (ILAB:HOLMES). 
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8. COMMENT: IT REMAINS UNCLEAR WHETHER THE WCL WILL SEND 
ANYONE TO THE WFTU CONGRESS, BUT IF IT DOES, IT 
PROBABLY WILL NOT BE KULAKOWSKI, SINCE THE WFTU DID NOT 
SEND GENSOUS HIMSELF TO THE WCL SESSION LAST OCTOBER 
HINTON 
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